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PAPER AGAINST GOLD. 


For the use of Sehools and of ¥ ding Persons 
in general. 


No. 2, of this work is published at No. 192, 
Strand, price two-pencea number, ‘Phere wii! 
be about 17 of 18 Nanmbers, Pamptilets 
are HOW appearing, written by Merchauts, 
Bankers, and otbers; schemes bave been sub- 
mitted to the covernment, all bnilt upon an 
acknowledgement of the soundness of the 
principles contained in this Little Work, 
which, when first published, was, apparently, 
nuderstood, by hardly any body, Of these 
Pamphlets an’ Schemes I shall speak in the 
additional matter, which will be contained in 
this new ediiion. 





A LETTER 


TO ALL 


TRUE-HEARTED ENGLISHMEN. 


The Suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act. 
—The Sedition Bills—The Petition 
of Mr. Cleary.—The Petition of Ar. 
Hunt.—The Defence of Annual Parlia- 
ments and Universal Suffrage by the 
Duke of Richmond. 


London, 25th February, 1817. 


Countrymen and Friends, 

Before this Letter will reach your 
hands, acts of Parliaments of the 
most tremendous importance to us all 
will probably be passed, such acts 
being at this moment before the 
House of Commons in the shape of 
Bills ; from which shape they are 
changed into laws in a few days, 
and which laws most deeply affect our 
liberties and lives. 

1 will first expiain clearly what the 
Habeas Corpus Act is. You ail know 
that, according to the laws of our 
country, no man can be sent to any 
prison until he has been brought be- 
forea Magistrate ; and then the Ma- 
gistrate cannot send him to prison 
unless there be evidence upon gaiie 
agawst the uccused party, nor until 





the aceused party be made fully ac- 
quainted wath the nalure of his ailedg- 
ed grime, and has been heard in his 
defence, and conironted, 
face to face with lus accuser before the 
Magistrate. ‘Then, when the man is, 
after all this, sent to prison, there 
must be a wrél/en warrant of commit. 
meré sent with him; and in that war- 
rant the nature of the man’s alledged 
crime must be clearly crpressed, 

This is the law of the land, and 
most excellent is this law; for, ifa 
man could be seized and sent to pri- 
son witheut nee precautions, who 
would be safe? And, in order that 
this most necessary law may be duly 
attended to, there is another law for 
preventing any neglect of the obser- 

ance of all these matters; and this 
law is usually called the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act. It is so called because the 
writ, which I shall speak of present. 
ly, begins with these two Latin words, 
Habeas Corpus. ‘this act enables 
any man who may be put into any 
prison, or confined in any manner, 
to apply to a Judge for what is called 
awrit, Or command, to bring such 
man before the Judge, that the Judge 
may hear his complaint; and then 
the Judge, if he finds that the man has 
been sent to prison, or confined, with- 
out all’ the necessary evidence and 
forms befure-mentioned, is obliged te 
order the prisoner to be discharged ; 
and the prisoner may then prosecute 
the persons who have wtaprisoned 
him, or kept him shut up, though it 
be only for a short. space of time. 

Now, you will see how valuable, 
how precious a party this is of our 
laws. This act of Parliament, is 
justly called the Pcrsonal Safety Act; 
fur, without it, as you will clearly see, 
uo man’s person is safe, except acei- 
centally ; for, if Magistrates, or any 
body else, cam iake up any maa they 
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choose, and send him to prison without | 
evidence upon oath, without his being 

heard in his defence, without his being | 
confronted with his acgusers, without | 
a writen warrant slating the nature of | 
hés offence, without any limit of time, | 
and without being able to get a writ | 
to be brought out before a judge to | 
have the cause of his imprisonment 

inquired into; if this be the case, 

what man can possibly regard his | 
Person as being in Safety? And, 

my countrymen, this is the state, in 

which every man of us must be placed 

by the SUSPENSION OF THE 

HABEAS CORPUS ACT, that is to 

say, by making that Act of no force, 

while the Suspension lasts, and by 

enabling the Ministers to imprison, 

and to keep in prison, any body that 

they shall think proper. 

Amongst all the excellent provisions 
of the laws of England those whieh 
provide for the perfect safety of our 
persons are the most valuable. It is, 
indeed, principally owing to these 
provisions, that this government has 
been so much boasted of in compari- 
son with the governments on the Con- 
tinent of Europe, where menare taken 
up, crammed into prisons, and remain 
sometimes fer years, without ever 


being told their crime, and, sometimes, | 


without theirrelationsand friends ever 
knowing what is become of them, 
This was the case in l’rance before the 
Revolution, and it may be the case 
again now for whatI know. It was 
tke caso in Spain and in all countries 
where the Inquisition existed. <A 
man, woman, any body, is taken up, 
put into prison and there kept as long 
ug the personsin power choose! In 
the case of the Inquisition the wives 
vr ehildren of unfortunate creatures, 
so seized, do not dare so much as to 
enquire after the husband or father. 
They go into mourning, and always 
speak of the poor wretch as being 
dead! In France, there was one 
particular prison, called the Bastile 


used to be confined; and Mr. Arthur 





Youns, who is the Secretary of the] 


Board of Agriculture in London, re. 
lates in his aecount of the causes of the 
French Revolntien, that a Scotchman 
had been confined io this Bastile fy 
more than twenty vears without ever 
having been told for what he was con. 
fined! [le says, that he was forge sfen ; 
and that it was by mere accident, that he 
was at last released at the request of an 
Einglish Ambassador. People used to 
be confined in this cruel manner jn vir. 
tue of what was called a Lelire de Ca. 
chet, that is to sav, a Secret Leiter, in 
which the devoted victim was merely 
named and ordered to be shut up, Mr, 
Young tells us, that this was carried to 
such a length, that these Secret Let{crs 
were, at last, actually so/d in the reign of 
Louis XV. to any individuals who 
would pay a sufficient sum for one of 
them; so that, aay rich man, er Woman, 
who bad a spite against avother man, or 
woman, might get such person shut up 


-in acold prison for any length of time. 


[am not supposing, that things will 
ever he carried ta tiis length in Eng. 
land, or to any thing like this length. 
I will say, too, that I do not believe, that 
any one wtshss to see us reduced to this 
state of intolerable slavery, degradation 
and infamy. But, the sespension, even 
for a day, of this valuable, this sacred 
law, is so serious a matter, that, really, 
it is a subject fit to make the whole aa- 
tion put on crape, sack-cloth aud ashes, 
Before I go any further, [ beg you te 


attend to what Mr. BLacKsTone, wha 


wasa Judge, has writtem upen this lav 
af Habeas Corpus, or personal salety.— 
“ Of great importance to the public k 
“the preservation of this personal |i- 
“berty: for if ence it were left in the 
“power of any, tae highest magistrate 
“to imprison arbitrarily whomever be 
‘Sor his officers thought proper (as ir 
France it is daily practised by the 
“ Crown), there would soon be au end 
“to all ether rights and immunities 
‘*Some have thought, that unjust at- 
“ tacks, even upon life, or property. at 
“the a:bitrary will of the magistrate, 
‘are less dangerous to the corimor 
“wealth, than such as are made upon 
« the personal liberty of the subject, Te 
“berearye a man ef fe, or by vislenc 
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S«his sufferings are unkyvown or for- 
| gotten, is a less public, a less striking, 


Sof arbitraty covernment, 


Pcomination of this magistrate, * deat 
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«to confiscate his estate, without accu- 
«sation of trial, would be so gross and 
« notorious an act of despotism, as must 
“at once cofvey the alarm of tyran 
«ny throughout the whole kingdom. 
« But coufluement of the person, by 
“secretly hurrying bim to gao', where 


“and therefore amore dangerous engine 
And yet 
“sometimes, when the state is in real 
“danger, even this may be a necessary 
“measure, But the happiness of our 
“ constitulion is, that it is not left to the 
“executivey power to determine when 
“we danger of the state is so grea’, as 
“to render this measure expedient. For 
“ihe parliament only, or legislative 
‘power, whenever it sees proper, can 
‘authorize the crown, by suspending 
‘the Habeas Corpus act fora short and 
‘limited Ume, to imprison suspected 
“persons without giving any teason 
‘for so doing ; as the Senate of Rome 
‘was wont to have recourse toa dicta- 
‘tor, a magistrate of absolute authority, 

when they judged the republic in any 

imminent danger, The degree of the 
‘senate, which usually preceded the 


operam consulles, nequid respublica de- 
‘runenti cupiat, was called the senatus 
consullum ultime necessitatis, In like 


manner this experiment ought only to | 


be tried in cases of extreme emergen- 
cy; and in these the nation parts 
with its liberty for a while, io order to 
preservé it for ever,” 
Now, then, the questicn is, whe- 
ersuch case of ** extreme emergen- 
ey” docs now exist. You have 
ad, inthe public papers, the Re- 
ris of the Secret Committees of the 
0 Houses, upon which this Suspen- 
0 Bill is founded, When the bili 
s introduced in the Lords by Lord 
imouth, he expressed his great 
ity and his shame for his country, 
thinking it his duty to do it, and 
'P pain was alsu expressed by Lord 
“ereagh, who introduced it into 
Lower Llouse. It is tin pussible 
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itisto think of! At the end of a 
twenty-five years war against revo- 
lutionary principles, to come, tu this 
most solemn manner; to a declara- 
lion, that this most tremendvuus mea- 
sure is absolutely necessary to the 
preservation of the Kuglish Govern- 


many thousand times been  calied 
** the admiration and the envy of the 
** world,” and with, in its full seope 
and powers, without any adultera- 
tion, raaily is worthy of the admira- 
| tou of the world! For the American 
Government, though its form. and 
nume are dedJerent from those of ours, 
is really, in substance, the same as 
to its daws. ‘There is Magna Charta, 
there is the Bill of Rights, and there 
is the sacred act of Habeas Corpus; 
and, a circumstance which i, as an 
Kuglishman, used ta be moustrously 
proud of when I wag in America,was, 
that one of the State Constifutions 
consists principally, and alinost sole- 
ly. of the declaration, that ** the 
** Good People of this State shall en- 
*¢ joy the Laws of England ;”? wad, in 
every one of their wise constitutions 
special care has been previded, that 
the law called Hatezs Curpus shall 
be regardeu as the dirde-right of the 
people, and shall be heid saered ac- 
cordingly. | 
I have no room at present to say 
more upon this subject. Loam fully 
convinced that the Slinisters have 
been deceived by designing persons, 
and that they think that dangers ex- 
ist,; which do not exist: The silly 
Spenceans have been going on with 
their nonsense for more than len yeare. 
Their votious are foolishness itself. 
There are other Bills about to be 
passed, one for the better protection 
of the Priuce’s person; another for 
preventing  yublic-meetings, tniess 
calicd by sheriffs, magistraies, or per- 
sons in aathority; and auother for 
the putting down of clubs and associ- 
ations; and another to punish with 
death albattempts to seduce soldiers 
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] hope thev are wholly unnecessary. 
With regard to the preventing of puéd- 
lic-meelings, that appears to me tu be 
also unnecessary and a lamentable 
curtailment of our rights; and, with 
recard to Clubs and Associations, | do 
not see Where the prevention is to 
stop, We have Pitt Clubs, Whig 
Clubs, Clubs to suppress Vice, Clubs 
te detect and punish thieves, Bible 
Clubs, School Clubs, Benefit Civbs, 
Methodist Clubs, Tkampden Ciubs, 
Spencean Ciubs, Military Clubs, Na- 
val Clubs, Gaming Clubs, lating 
Clubs, Drinking Clabs, Masters’ Clubs, 
Journeymen’s Clubs, and a thousand 
other sorts of Clubs and associations. 
Be this as it may, howevee, you, my 
readers, will know that I have afuays 
rot only not recommerded any sort 
ef elubs or socicties, but that | have 
aeheays most carnestly endeavoured to 
persuade the public that Clubs OF 
ALL SORTS were of meéeschiereus 
tendency in general, and, in no posstble 
ease, could be .productive of good. 
‘The reasons, on which this opinion is 
founded have often been stated by 
me; and, since the question of re- 
form las been so much agitated, |] 


have talen particular pains to endca- 


vour to discourage all soris of combi- 
nations, essocialions, affiliations, and 
correspondences of societies having 
that object in view; and | have said, 
Epon these oecasions, that if the ob- 
‘Jeet were not tobe obtained by the 
general, free, unpacked, unbiassed, 
impression and expression of the pub- 
lic mind, it never could be, and never 
@ucht to be obtained at all. That is 
sUll my opinion. 

‘The subjoined Petitions on the sub- 
feet of the Reports | beg you to read 
with attention ; end, if any doubt can 
yet remain in the mind of any human 


being, as to the daw er the fitness of 


anual Parliaments and Onicersal 
ANuffreye, that doubt must, I think, be 
removed by the incomparable letter 
vf the Duke of Richmoud, which | 
wiso publish in this Number. Let it 


Counties in Ireland, met to prom 
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Volunteers to he communicated #: 
Whole bodies ef Volunteers, and thie 


a Convention of Delegates, from all 
W 


reform upon the very principles : 


this Letter! Nay, it is a fact, thay 
Lord Castlereagh himself came gfmy 
into parliament upon a test to pre 
mote parliamentary reform. Mr, Pe? 
was a reformer, his father was q 
former; and, arc we now to be to li 
that we aim at the utter *' Sudverf., 
*¢ of the Constitution,” because ve; He 
for areform upon the principles Hal 
this memorable and matchless letter Pr 
the Duke of Richmond? And gee’ 
we, Who wrife as I write, to bec lot 
ed jittle short of traitors, because i) 
ina strain of sober arguments, end ‘s 
vour to maintain these same principiil 0t} 
and give our reasons for believiiithe 
that, by acting upon these principfand 
the miseries of our unhappy coungDes 
would be the more speedily and egg?" 
tually changed into a state of pros Vor 
rity and happiness? Oh, no! op 
love of truth and of fair play, son yo, 
ral to all mankind; reason, justi hoy 
human nature itself, all cry aloud, @itted 
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P.S. There is to be a Cot a 


Meeting at Winchester, on the @), 
of March, called by the Sherif Bie, 
hope that every Ldampshire the ; 
who ean possibly ge, will go to Bonsti 
Meeting, at which I shall certe It is 
be, if 1 am alive, as well as J | 
Cochrane, who has signed a Req M . 
tion for it. ‘ of 
! we 
hich 
bur | 
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d'o the Right Honourable the 
Spiritual and Temporal of the 
ed Kingdom of Great Brita 
Ireland in Parligment assemble “pe 

The Petition of ‘Thomas Cleary, Jy, p 
tary to the Londen Union Soci, 


fiumbly Shewceth, nice fe 
vi Perea. sou 

‘ - - - } d 
That it is with great reluctance, bent 


as humility, that your Petitioner 
himself to the notice of, and prays 


be recollected, too, that this famous | hearing from, your Right [Hove 
teiter was addressed to a Colonel of | flouse ; but that your Petitioner | 
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very hamble individual, 






feels himself | 
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adopt “legislativ emeasures upon the Re- 
yt, now on. the table of your Right 
quourable Elouse, from your late Secret 
ommttee. 












fact, tH Your Petitioner begs permission humbly 

came {state to your Right Honourahle House, | 
test to pm be has read in the afore-mentioned | 
. Mr. paeport of the Secret Committee of your | 





dships, the following passage; to wit: 





r was a 
to be to 
* Subvers 
Luse we: 
‘inciples 






jest of Parliamentary Reform, but un- 
der these Words understanding Univer 
al Suffrage and Annual Parliaments— 







ess letters Projects which evidenily involve not 
> And geny qualified or partial Change, bnta 
ii be’ total Subversion of the British Constitu- 
| tion. It appears that there isa London 
yerause 


Union Society, and branch Unions cor- 
responding with it, and affiliated to it. 
Others of these Societies have adopted 


ents, end 
» princip| 


believigithe Name of Spencean Philanthropists ; 
» principl and it was by Members of a Club of this | 
py cou Description that the Plans of the Con- 
y and efppiraters m London were discussed and 
5 of pros prepared for Execution.’ 
: our Petitioner presumes not to oppose 
hy NOB opinions avrainst those of a Committee 
ay, SONMyour Right tfonourable House; but, 
on, juslf™ hopes, that he may be humbly per- 
y aloud, itted to state, that, when a Bill was | 
osht before your tight Honourable 
Conper@eouse by the late Duke of Richmond, 


ving it ‘down as a matter of principle, 
mt Annual Parliaments ard Universal 





a Cot 








rage were the inherent aud unalieu- 
le rights of Englishmen, the soble 
uke was not accused of a desire to pro- 
ke a total subversion the British 
onstitution. 

tis not, however, on matters of opi- 
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ell as 9. but on matters of most important 
la Req t, that your Petitioner humbly appeals 
the candeur, the wisdom and the jus- 
e of your Right Honourable House, and | 
matters of fact, too, with regard to | 
le the Mplich your Petitioner is able to submit to 
| of the Right Honourable House the clearest 
Britain d most indabitable testi: uonhy. 
sseanblei Your Petitioner's eutire ignoranee of 
a. ae Views of the Secret Committee of 
git! our Right Honourable House, as well as 
OL SON'S profound respect and extreme defer- 
hee for every thing done within the wails 
tance, ou" Rt. Hon. House, are more than sur 
itioner tent to restrain your Petitioner from at- 
d prays 
Houvet 


onc, Ul 
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tempting even to guess at the reasons for 


led bv a aecnse of mm yperious duty, to | your C orutmnittee's ‘h: ving so closely con- 
gech your Right Honourabie House te | | 
se, and to hear further evidence, before | 
ur Right Honourable House proceed | 


nected the “ London Union Society,” with 
theSocieties of SpenceanPhilauthropists;” 

but, your Petitioner humbly begs leave to 
assure your Lordships, that he is ready 
and able to prove at the Bar of your | ord- 
ships, that there never has existed, be- 
tween these Societics, the smallest con- 
nection of any sort, either in person or 
design, the object of the former being to 
obtain “a Parliamentary Reform, accord- 
“ing to the Constitution,” while that of 
| the latter, as appears by the Report 


« Others of these Societies are called | of your Lordships’ C ommittee, has we n to 
(nion Clubs, professing the same Ob- | obtain a common partnership in the land: 


and that, therefore, any evidence which 
may have been laid before the Secret Com- 
mittee of your Lerdships to establish this 
connection, is, as your Petitioner 1s read 
to prove at the Bar of your Lordships, 
wholly destitute of truth. 

But, the frets, to which your Petitioner 
is most anxions humbly te endeayour to 
obtain the patient attention of your Right 
Hon. House, relate to that affiliation and 
cor respondence, which your Lordships’ 
Secret Committee have been pleased to 
impute to the London Union Society, by 
observing that “ it appears that there is 2 
6 Loudes Tnion Society, and Branch 
“ Unions, corresponding with it, aud affi- 
“ liated to it ;" a description which seems, 


‘in the humble conception of your Peti- 


lioner, to resemble that which was given 
of the Londou Corresponding Society in 
1795, and which, as your Petitioner hum- 
bly conccives, poiut to measures of a 
nature similar to those which were then 
adopted; and your Petitioner, though 
with all humility, veniures to express 
his confidence, that the evidence which. 
he doubts not has been produced to your 
Lordships’ Secret Committee to justify 
this description, is wholly and efitirely 
false, as your Petitioner is ready to prove, 
in the most satisfactory manner, at the Bar 
of your Right Honourable House. 

Upo: this important, point your Peti- 
tioner humbly beys leave to represent to 
vour Rt. Hon. House, that the Loudon 
Uniou Society was founded in 1812 by 
Mr. Edward Bolton -Clive, Mr. W alter 
Fawkes, the late Colonel Bosvilie, Mr. 
Montague Burgoyne, the present Lord 
Mayor, Mr. Alderman Goodbehere, Mr. 
Francis € aaning, Mr. William Liallet, 
Sir Francis Burdett, Major Cartwright, 
\ir. Robert Slade, Mr. ‘Timothy Brown, 


Mr. F. J. Clarke, and several! other incivi- 
duals equally respectable; that it conli- 
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To ALL True-HEARTED ENGLISHMEN. 
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nued to hold meetings but a very short | and liberties of hie Majesty's faithful sub, 


time; that it newer did any act except 
the publistivng of ove address to the nation 
on the subject of Reform; that it never 
had any oue “ Branehs;” 
held auy Correspondence esther written 
or verbal with any Saciety of any sort; 
that at never was affiliated to any society 
or branch or any body of meu whatso- 

ever; finally, that it has not even met for | 
nearly three years and a haif lust past; 

and, of course, that it is not mow in ex- 
tence. 

What, then, must have been the sur- 
prise and the pain of your humble Pe- 
titioner, when he sow, in the Report of 
your Lordships’ Seerct Committee, this 
Londou Union Society represented, not 
only asstill hetug in existeuce, but busily 
nud extensively at work,’ establishing 
branches aid affiliations, carrying on an 
active * correspondence, infusing dite into 
seciettes of Spenceau Philauthropis's, 
avd producing, by these means, pleus of 
Conspiracy, ” Revolution and ‘lreason! 
And, thoagh your Vetitioner is too well 
assured of the upright views and of the 
justice of every nl ‘umritlee Consistaye of 
‘members of your Noble aad Right tlo- 
nourable House not to be conviirced that 
very stroug evidence tu support of dhese 
charges must have be eu produced to your 
Lordships’ s ecret Committee, your P eti- 
tioner cannot, nevertheless, refrain from 
expressing: most humbly bis deep re- 
gret, that your Lordships’ Committee | 
should uot have deigued fo sgnd. for 
the Books and ofher testimoiia!s ef the | 


Character and Proceed mgs of the Londeu | 


Union Society; and your Petitioner lium- 
bly begs leave to ob serve, that this omis- 
siou appears singularly anforiunate for the | 
Londou Union Society, seeing that the 
Secret Committee of your | ordships ap- 
pear, in auother part of their veport, 
dunzent the want of means of cbtaining the 
wr etten proceedings af Sociedtes, and secing 
that it ws natural to expect, that a So- 
ciety having Branches, an Affiliation and 
an active corre sponceuce, had also a co- 
pious collection of written documents. 
Your 
trespassed too long oi the patieuce of your 
Jooriships, but, 
Voordships seek ouly for trvth as the basis 
of your proceediugs, he hawbly hopes that 
yea wit! be pleased to excuse the earnest- 
fies of his present representation, and he 
dis? presnmes humbly to express his hope, 
fhat your | ordishiys will be pleased, in 
Your yreat teuderness for the. char acte 


: 


| 
| 


jec 


ts, to consider whether it be not. posi, 


hle that your Secret Committee may hays 


he 


yo 


to 
Lc 


yo 


vt 


th 


en misied, by what they may hay 


that it never | deemed cond evidence, as to other parts 
| of 


their secret Report; and, at the leas, 
or Petitioner humbly prays that von 


Lordshi ys will, in your great condesves, 
sion, be pleased to permit your Petitioner 


produce all the Books and Papers of the 
midon Unien Society at the Bar of 
ur Right Honourable House, wher 


vour Petitioner confidently assures your 
Lordships that he is ready to prove al 


d singular the allegations, contained iy 
is his most humble Petition. 
And your Petitioner will ever pray, 
Tuomas Creary, 


as 








to | 


Petitioner ts aware, that he has | 


well kKnowtng that your | 





honour to be the mover of the Petitions 


ap 


To the Lor's Spiritxal and Tempord & ), 
of the U nited Kingdom of Gre 


wage th 
Britain and Ireland m Parliament fi 
assembled, * 


The Petition of Henry Hun‘, of Middle i bt 
ton Cottage, in the County of South. jira 


ampten. to 
Tumbly Sheweth, th 
That your Petitioner, who had_ tle 7 
ali 


| at the recent Meetings held in Spa-fields iB '° 
' one of which Petitions has been received im?" 
| by lis Roval Highness the Prince Recent, i °° 
‘and two of which Petitions have’ bee he 
| presented to, and received by, the Lonour. wi 

able the House of Commons, has read, in ‘, 
| the public prints, a paper entitled a Report P, 


HH 


| pears to your Petitioner, as far as his hun 


' bl 


| abled him to analyse the same, to snbmi 


to 
SO 
| to 





of the Secret Committee of your Right 


1. That the first Public Meeting in Sp 















ouourable House, and which Report ap- 
e pewers of disentanglement have ev. 


your Right Honourable House, % 
lemn truths, the following assertions; 
wit: 


fields, which had for its ostensible eb 

ject, a Petition for Relief and Refom, 
was closely connected with, and formed 
part of, a Conspiracy to produce an il: 
surrection for the purpose of overthrow: 
ing the government. 

That Spa- fields was fixed upon as tle 
plaice of assembling, on account of Ii 
vicinity to the Bauk and the Toweniie y 
and that, for this same reason “ care - 
“tahen to adjourn the meeting to thee 6 
“ad of Desedibe r, by which time t 
“was hoped that pre parations for ti 
“insurrection would be fully matarce 
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3, That, at this second Mecting, flags, 
banners, and all the ensigus of tusur- 
rection were displayed, aud that, Baally, 
an insurrection was begun by persons 
collected tn the Sva-fields, aad that not- 
withstanding the ultimate object was 
then frustrated, the same designs stilt 
continue to be prosecrted with sanguine 
hopes of success. 

4, Tnat a large quantity of Pike-heads 
had been ordered of one individual, and 
that 250 had actually been made and 
yaad fer. 

5, That Delegates from Hampden Clubs in 
the Country have met in Londou, and 
that they are expected to meet again 27 
March. 


That, as to the rinst of these assertions, 
as vour Pelitiouer possesses no means of 
ascertaining the secret thoughts of men, 
he cannot pretend to assert, that none of 
the persons, with whom the caliiag of the 
first Spa-ficids Meeting originated, had uo 
views of a rietous or revehitionary kind; 
but he humbly conceaves, that a simple nar- 
rative of facts will be more thaua sufficient 
to satisfy your Right Heneurable ff ouse, 
that no such dangerous projects ever cn- 
tered the minds of those wino constituted 
almost the cutire mass of that most nume-. 
rous meeting. Therefore in the hope of 
producing this conviction in the miud of 
vour Right Hou. House, your Petitioner 
hegs leave to proceed to state: that he, 
who was then at his house in the country, 
received, a short time before the 15th of 
November last, a letter from ‘Thomas 
Preston, Secretary of a Committee, request- 
ing your Petitioner to attend a Public 
Meeting of the distressed inhabitants of 
the Metropotis, intended to be held in 
Spa-fields on the day just mentioned; 
hat your Petitiouer thereupon wrote to 


ah 
Thomas Preston to kuow what was tke 


object of the intended Meeting ;—that he 
received, in the way of answer, a news- 
paper called the lidependent Whig of 
oveinber 10th, 1816, containing an ad- 
erlisement in these words; to wit: “ At 
‘a Meeting held at the Carlisle, Shore- 
‘ditch, ou Thursday Evening, it was de 
‘termined to call a Meeting of the dis- 
‘tressed Manufacturers, Mariners, Arti- 
‘Zans and others of the Cities of London 
‘aud Westiniister, the Borough of “outh- 
Wark and parts adjacent, it Spa-fields, 
eu Priday the 15th mst. precisely af 12 
‘Oclock, to take into consideration the 
‘Propricty of Petitionmg the Prince 
€geut aud Legislature, to adopt imme- 
diately such measures as will relieve the 
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“ Sufferers from the miscry which now 
“overwhelms them. (Signed) Joan 


'* Dyan, Chairman, Trowas Preston, 


* Secretary; “—that your Petitioner, apon 
seeing this advertisemeat, hesitated not to 
accept of the iuvitation ;—that he attend- 
ed at the said meeting:—that he there 
found ready prepared, a paper, called, to 
the best of his recollection, a memorial, 
which some persons, then utter strangers 
to iin, proposed to move for the adeption 
of the meeting;—that your Petitioner, 
perceiviug in this paper, propositions of 
a nature which he did uot approve of, 
aud especially a proposition for the 
mecting going in a bady to Carlton 
HIouse, declared that he would have 
nothing to do with the said memorial — 
that your Petitioner then breught forward 
au huusble Petition to the Priuce Regent, 
which Petition was passed by the Meeting 
uuaniimously, aud which Petition, having 
been by your Petitioner, delivered to 
Lord Sidmouth, that noble Lord has, by 
letter, informed your Petitiouer, was im- 
mediately laid before his Royal Highness, 
the Prince Regent. Aud your Petitioner 
here begs leave farther te state, upon the 
subject of the aforementioned Memorial, 
that Johu Dyall, whose name, as Chair- 
man of the Committee who called the 
Mectiug (and of which Committee Tho- 
mas Preston was Secretary), having, 
before the Meeting teok place, been called 
before Mr. Jobn Gilford, one of the 
Police Magistrates, had furnished Mr, 
Gifford with a copy of the said Memorial, 
and that that copy was tz the hands of 
Lord Sidmouth at the moment when ihe 
Meeting was about to assemble, though 
(from anu oversight, uo doubt) neither the 
Police Magistrates uor any other person 

whatever gave your Petitioner the small- 
est intimation of the dangerous tendency 

or eveu of the existence of such Memorial, 
or of auy iinproper views being entertain- 

ed by auy of the parties calling the meet- 
ing, though it vow appears, that the writ- 
ten placards entitled “ Britons to Arms” 

are imputed to those same parties, though 

it is notorious that that paper appeared in 

all the public prinis so far back as the 

mouth of October, aud though, when your 
Petitioner waited on Lord Sidmouth with 

the Petition of the Prince Regent, that 
noble Lord himself informed your Peti- 

tioner, that the goverument were fully 

apprized before-haud of the propositions 
tutended to be brouglit forward at the 
Meeting. So that your Petitioner hum- 





bly begs leave to.express his coufidence 
that your Honourable House will clearly 
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perceive, that if any insurrection had 
tuken place on the day of the first Spa- 
fields Meeting, it would have been en- 
tirely owing to the neglect, if not con- 
nivance, of those persous who pessessed a 
previous knowledge of the principles 
and views of the parties with whem thet 
meeting orminated, 

With regard to the Second assertion, 
namely, that, “ care was taken to adjour hi 
the Mecting to the 2 of December, 
your Petitioner begs leave to state, that it 
will appear upon the face of the proceed- 
ings of that day, that there was nothing 
hke previous concert or care m this miat- 
ter; for, that a resolution first propcesed 
to adjourn the meeting to tie day of the 
meeting of Parliament, and then ‘to meet 
in Pelace Yard, of course not so much in 
the vicinity of ‘the Bank and the Tower; 
and that when this resolution was award- 
ed so as to provide for a meeting on the 
9d of December on the same sieot, if was 
merely grounded on the wuncerta:nty as to 
the time when the parliamentmizht meet. 
Your petitioner further begs leave to state 
here, as being, in a most interested man- 
ner counnected with this adjournment of 
the Mecting, that, when your Petitioner 
waited on | ord tee, with the Peti- 
tion to the Prince Recent, he tnformed his 
Lordship, that he Meeting was to re- 
assemble on the 2d of December, when 
your Petifioner had eng: ved to carry his 
Lordship’s answer and detiver it to the 
adjourned meeting, and, that his Lord- 
ship, so far from advising your Petitioner 
not to go to the said meetiag, so ter from 
saying any thing to discourage the said 
meeting, distinctly to! ld vour Petitioner, 
thot your Petitioner's presence and con- 
duct appeared to his Lordship to have 
prevented great possib’e mischief. Whence 
your Petitioner immbly couceives, that 
he is worrented mm convinding, that there 
did, at the time here referred to, 
his [ ordship no desire to prevent the said 
meeting from taking place. 

Your Petitiouer, in adverting hambly 


to the Tuimp assertion of your Secret 
Committee, begs to be permitted to 


state, that the persous who went from 
Spa-ficlds to engece in riof-on the 2d of 
December, ee no part of the Meet- 
ing called for that cay F that these per- 
rons came lito a fictds fall two hours 
before the time of meeting; thet thes 
left the fields full an heur before that 
tinie; that they did not cousist, af the 
time of leaving the fields, of more than 
forty or fifty individuals ; that they were | 
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exist in | 
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joined by sailors and others, persons go. 
ing from witnessing the execution of four 
men in the Old Bailey ; ; that your Pe. 
tioner, who had come up from Essex in 
the morning, met the rioters in C heap. 
side ; that he proceeded directly to thy 
Mecting, which he found to be very nu. 
merous; that there a Resolution was jm. 

rediately proposed by your Petitiong 
alron aly condemning all rioting and vio. 
lence, which Re solution passed with the 
most unanimous acclamations; thata Pp. 
‘ition, whic h has since heen signed by 
upwares of 24 thousand names, and re. 
veived by the Flouse of Commons, was 
then passed; and that the Meeting 
thougia in me nse as to numbers, finally 
separ rated, without the commission of any 
single act of riot, outrage, or violence, 
And here your Petitioner humbly begs 
lewwe to beseech the attention of your 
(Tonourable House to the very important 
fact of a third Meeting having taken 
place on the 10th instant, on the same 
spot, more numerously attended than 
either of the former ; and that, after hay. 
ing agreed to 2 Petition, which’ has since 
been received by your Honourable House, 
the said Meeting separated in the most 
peaceable and orderly manner ; which 
vour Petitioner trusts is quite sufhcient to 
convince your Honourable House that, if, 
as your Secret Committee reported, de. 
signs of riot do still continue to be prose 
cuted with sanguine hope of success, these 
desigus can have no connection w hatever 
with the Meetings for retrenchment, re- 
lief, and reform, held in Spafields. 


That, as to the Pike-heads, your Peti- 
tioner hegs leave to state to your Right 
Hon. Fouse, that while he was at the last 

Spa-ficlds Mecting, an anonymous efter 
was put into the hanc's of your Petitioner’ 
servant, who afterwards gave it to your 
Petitioner; that this letter stated that one 
Bentley, a Smith, of Hart-Street, Covent 
Garden, had been emplosed by a mai, 
in the dress of a game-Aceper, to make 
some spikes to put round a_fish-pond; 
that the game- keeper eame and took 4 
parcel awa ay ana paid for them; that be 
came soon aiterw ards and said the thisigs 
auswered very well, and ordered more 
he made; that, in a littie while efter this 
the said Bentley was sent for to the Bor- 
Street Office, and, after a private exami 
uation, was desired fo make a pike, ( 
spike, of the same sort, and to carry tt! 
the (itce, which he did. That you 
Petitioner perceives that the ini Formatic 
which it contains may possibly be of th 
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utmost importance in-giving a clue to the 
¢rict investigation, which he humbly pre- 
cymes 10 hope vill be instituted by your 
{ouourable House into this very interest- 
ing matter. 

That as to the Frrrn assertion, that 
Nelegates have assembied in London from 
Hampden Ciubs in the Country, your Pe- 
fitioncr has first to observe, that these pey- 
sons never called themselves Delegates, and 
were not called Delegates by any body 
connected with them ; that they were 
called, and were, “ Deputies _ from Peti- 
«tioning Bodies” for Parliamentary Re 
form; that your Petitioner wes one of 
them, having keen deruted by the Peti- 
timers at Bristol aud B: ith; that these 
Deputies met three times, and always in 
an open room, to which news-paper re- 
porters were adinitted ; that an account of 
all their proceedings was published, that 
they separated at the end of three ‘days, 
not upon a motion of adjournment, but of 
absolute dessolution, which motion was 
made by your Petitioner, who is ready to 


Marcu l, 1817. 





prove that your Conimittee has been iin- 
posed upon as to’the fact that these De- | 
lezates, or Deputies, are expected to meet 
again in March. 

That your Petitioner is ready to prove 
at the Bar of your Right Hon. House all 
the facts and Allegations contained in this 
Petition, and that Le humbly prays so 
to be permitted there to prove them ac- 
cordingly. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray. 

Henry Hunt. 






















A LeEtrer 


Frem the late Duke of Ricussonn ta 
Lieutenant Colonel Snernman, Com- 
mander of the Volunteers in JTrelard, 
dated 15th Augy:t, 1783; in which are 
discussed and estabi:shed the Policy, as 
ey asthe Law, Reason, and Equity 

f Annual Parliaments and Universal 
Seffrage. 


**Str.—I have been honoured with 
aletter from Belfast, dated the 19th 
of July last, w ithe in the name ef 
the Committee of Correspondence ap- 
pointed by the Dereeares of 45 
Polunteey Corps assembled at Lisbuen 
on the st of the same Month, ‘fo: 
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taking preparatory steps to forward 
their mtentions on the subject of a 
more equal REPRESENTATION of 
the People in Parliament,’ aud siz ned 
hy their Secretary, Henry Joy, Jun. 


Esq. 


‘¢ In this letter, after shewing the 


corrupt state o} the boroughs in Jre- 
land, the gencral opinion of the peo- 
ple, that the constitution can be re- 
stored to its ancient purity and vigour 
by no other means than a PA RL pt 
MEN 
forming me of the steps which have 
been taken and are taking by the 
Voluntee*s, in determining to procure 
this desirable object, the CommiTTEE 
is pleased ‘to request my sentiments 
and advice as to the best, most eligible, 
and most practicable mode of destroy- 
ing, restraining, or counteracting this 
hydra of Corruption, Borough-influ- 
ence, in order to Jay my opinion be- 
fore the provincial assembly of Deie- 


and = in- 


TARY REFORM, 


gates which is to be heid at DuxnGANne 
NON, on the Sth of September next.’ 

‘¢ This great mark of confidencefrom 
gentlemen in whom so much trust is 
placed does me great hontur; for as 
{ have not tbe pleasure of being per- 
sonally known to any of them, I can 
owe it but to the favourable opinion 
the. are pleased to entertain of my 
constant and zealous endeavours in 
the public service. 

** | am sensible, that the only pro- 
per return [ can nm_ke for this honour- 
able distinction, is, to obey their 
commands in the best manner I am 
able; for although my insufficiency 
for so arduous a task would afford me 
but too good an excuse for declining 
it, yet I feel it would be inconsistent 
with my ideas of the obligation every 
man is under to serve the public as 
well as he can, if 1 was to refuse giv- 
ing my Opinions, such as they are, 
when thus called npon by a respecta- 
ble body of gentlemen. 

‘* Besides my inability, I have to 
regret the want of time to collect and 
arrange my thoughts ia such a manner 
as.to be fit to appear before you, and 
the necessary limits of a letter, which 
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«ill not admit of the extensive inves- ; 
Sigation which a subject of this vast 
Pnportance deserves; for although I 
for } must be Jong, 1] am sensible 1 
catnot do tt pustice. 

*¢ The subject of a PARLIAMEN- 
TARY REFORM is that which, of 
:ff others, In my opinion, most de- 
eerves the aftention of the public, as 
bt eoncewe FF WOULD INCLUDE 
FYERY OTHER ADVANTAGE 
VIEICIE A NATEFON CAN WISH: 
zd Ehave no hesitation ins.ving. that 
from every consideration which — have 
Leen able to give to this great question, 
that for many years has occupied m) 
wht, and from every day's experi 
sage to the present hour, f am more 
zud more convinced, that the restoring 
the rightef VOT ING universally to 

Rhy ERY MAN, not incapacitated by 
revfnre for want of reason, or by jaw 
ior the commission of crimes, tovether 
with ANNUAL ELECTIONS, 2s 
tie only Reform that can be ETFEC 
veAb and PERMANENT. | am further 
eimsinced, that (PT Is THE ONLY 
Ri ORM. THAT ts PRACTICA- 
Pils. 

+ All other plans, that are of a 
ge/Aalive nature, have been found in- 
sudicient to interest and animate the 
seat bedy of the peaple, from whose 
4! nestness shone any reform ear be 
expected. A long exclusion from any 
sactre in the legislature of their coun- 
tey has rendered the great mass of the 
reophe Mxliflerent whether the aono- 
pe‘y that subsists continues in the 
sands of a more or less extended 
Euonpany, or whether it is divided 
iy them inte shares of somewhat 
were or fess just proportions. The 
peablic feels ptself unconcerned in 
tke contests, except as to the op- 
pressions it endures, andthe exactions 
t. suffers, which it knows must con- 4 
true SO hans as the people remain de- 


r 
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petvedt of all controul over their re- |, 


yeecutatives. This indifference of 
totirs, when the Jast attempt was 
rmase for additional county members, 
was nsed by your opponents as an 
arsument against all refurm; it was 
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asked with a triumphant air, where 
are the petitions from the inhabitants 
of Birmingham, Manchester, Llalilay, 
and other greai unrepresented towns? 
heir silence was deemed a proof of 
their aequieseence and satisfaction 
ln the prosent form of elections. ‘The 
truth is. that T/7E PEOPLE have 
been so often deceived, that they wel! 
now searcely trust ANY SET OF 
MEN; and nothing but self-evident 
convietion, that a measure tends ef- 
fectuaily to the recovery of | their 
rights, can, or indeed ought to inter. 
est them in its fuvour. 

‘* The lesser reform has been at. 
tempted, with every possible advan. 
fave in its favour; not only from the 
zealous support of the advocates for 
1 more elfectual one, but from the 
assistance of men of great weight 
both in and oat of power. But, 
with ali these temperaments and helps, 
ti has failed. Not one pré@selyte kas 
been gained from Corruption; nor 
has the least-ray of hope been held 
out from any guarter, that the House 
of Commons was inclined to adopt 
other mode of reform. ‘The 
weight of Corruption has crushed this 
more geutle, as it would have defeat. 
ed any more efficacious plan, in the 
same cireamstances. From that quar- 
ter, therefore, F have nothing to hope. 


PPT IS FROM THE PEOPLE AT 


LARGE THAT 1 EXPECT ANY 
GOOD. And I am convinced, that 
the only way to make them feel that 
they are reaily concerned in the busi- 
ness, is to content for their guLt, 
CLEAR, and INDISPUTABLE RIGHTS Of 


UNIVERSAL REPRESENTATI- 
FON. + I call.them such, not only 


Peet my own conviction, but from 
the admissioa of the friends to the 
in the 
Second Address of the« Yorkshire 
Co-nmittee to the people, confess that 
our claims are founded on the true 
principles ef the constitution, and 
anly object to them on account of 
IMPRACTICABILITY. But their plan 
has now had a fair trial, and (if. it is 
from the inelivation of Parliameut 
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that PRACTICARILITY is to be expect. | 
ed) has been found as impracticable 
as ours. Lhe more extensive pian, 
at the same time that its operation is 
more complete, depends on a more 
effectual suppori—that of the people. 
1] am also persuaded that if the 
scheme for additional County Mem- 
bers had proceeded any further, in- 
finite difficulties would have arisen in 
adjusting it. Neither the Yorkshire 
committee nor Mr. Pitt have the de- 
tail of their plan. A just reparation 
would have been a= most 
task; fur where different mterests are 
separately represented, the propor- 
tion is not very casy to ascertain. The 
doubt you state concerning this mode of 
reform appears to me well founded ; 
a few great families might diviue a 
county between them, ana choose the 
members by a house-list, like Rast- 
Iadia Directors. Another difficulty 
from the increase of he number of 
members, which might render the 
house more tumultuous than dclibera- 
tive, has its weight. But the greatest 
objection, in my opinion, to this and to 
every other narrow and contracted 
plan of reform, is, that it proceeds 
upon the same bad principie as the 
abuse it pretends to rectify; itis still 
partial and unequal; aVAST MAJORI- 
TY of the community is still left wnre- 
presented ; and its most essential con- 
cerns, life, liberty, and property, con- 
tinue in the absolute disposal of those 
whom they do not choose, and over 
whom they have no ¢ostrou), In 
the arrangements of plans of this kind 
there is no leadiag principle to deter- 
mine that the addition onght to be 
one hundred, fifty, or two hundred ; 
that the allotment should be accord- 
ing te the population, property, or 
taxes paid in each county, if that 


‘any supposed proportion between the 


landed and the trading interest is tke 
just one, and that the division of 
county and city members will corre- 
spoad with this proportion when found. 
Allis at sea, without any compass to 
enable us to distinguish the safe from 
the dangerous course. - 


} right. 


intricate 





But in the more liboral and great 
olan of UNIVERSAL REPRESEN} 
TATION, a clear and distinet princt- 
ple at once appears, that eannot lead 
us wrong. Not conveniency, but 
If it is not a maxim of our 
constitution, that a British subject is 
to be governed only by laws to which 
he has consented by himself or bis 
representative, we should instantly 
abandon the error; but if it is ‘the 
essential of freedom, founded on the 
eternal principles of justice and wis- 
dom, and our unalienable birth-right, 
we should not hesitate io asserting it. 
Let us then but determine to act upon 
this broad principle, of GIVING TO 
EVERY MAN HIS OWN, and we 
shall immediately get rid ef all the 
perplexities to which the narrow no- 
tions of partiality and exclusion must 
ever be subject. 

‘“* Ln the digestinga PLAN uporthis 
noble foundation we shall not find any 
difficulty that the most common un- 
derstanding and pains will not easily 
surmount. Jt does not require half 
the ingenuily of a common tax-bill; 
and as a proof of this assertion, I my- 
SELF DREW THE FORM OF A BILL for 
this purpose, which I presented to fhe 
House of Lords in 1780; not as 
perfect work, but merely to shew wh 
easily t he objections to the practica- 
bility of the plan, and the inconveni- 
ences that are suggested, might be got 
over. 

‘“* [ believe the sending you a copy 
of my bill will be the best way of ex- 
plaining its operations. I have not 
one ready at this moment ; but it shall 
soon follow this letter. 

‘¢T shall therefore only mertion at 
present a few of its provisions, which 
[ think entirely remove the most plau- 
sible objections that have been urged 
against it. 

‘“‘The present number of Members 
in the House of Commous is preserved, 
so that all apprehensions from too nue 
merous an assembly ceases, 

** An account of the whole number 
of males of age in the kingdom is to be 
taken, and dividcd ky the number of 
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members to he sent, which will find 
the quota of electors to choose one 
member; from the best account I can 
now get, it will be about 2600; these 
are to be formed into districts or bo- 
rovghs from the most contiguous pa- 
riswest and by having ALL THE 
ELECTIONS throughout the kingdom 
IN ONE and the same DAY, and 
taken in each parish, all fear of riot 
anil tumult vanishes. 

“The great expence of elections, 
which arises chictly from the cost of 
conveying electors to the place of poll, 
and entertaining them there, and on 


‘the road, well be no more, when every@ 


man will rote in his own parish. Bri- 
bery must entirely cease; in a single 
borough it would be difficult; on so 
many, asto have any effect, impos- 
sible. The numbers to be bought 
would be infinitely too great for an 
Besides, ANNUAL PAR- 


trse. 
LIAMENTS, by their frequency, 


and by their shortness, would doubly 
operate in preventing corrupticn. 

“The vast eapence of petitions to 
parliament on account of illegal re- 
turns, wovld be reduced almost to 
nothing. ‘The points on which these 
contests generally turn, are the qua/i- 
fications of the electors, under the 
numberless restrictions the present 
laws have imposed, which require the 
attendance of witnesses, the produc- 
tion of records, and are subject to 
infinite dispute. Bat when no other 
qualification shall be necessary, but 
that of being a British sudvect, and of 
age, there can be but little left to 
contend npon as to the right of elec- 
4orstovote. Ail other questions that 
could afford ground for a petition 
would be trifling, and might be de- 
cided in one day. Many other ob- 
jections are ebviated by the bill, but 
it is needless here to mention them. 

«¢ Bat there is another sort.of ob- 
jection against which no provision can 
be made, as it is merely imaginary. 
It is feared by some, that the influen. e 
of power and riches will give to t:.e 
@ristecracy so great a dead in thee 
elections as to p'ace the whole govern. 
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ment in their hands. Others again 
dread, that when paupers and the 
lowest orders of the people shall have 
an equal vote with the first commoner 
in the kingdom, we shall fall into all 
the confusion oj a democratic republic, 
The contrariety of these two appre- 
hensions might of itself be a sufficient 
proof that neither extreme will take 
place. It is true, that the poorest 
man in the kingdom will have an 
equal vote with the first, for the 
choice ef the person to whom he trusts 
his all; and I think he ought to have 
that equal degree of security against 
oppression. It is also truc, that men 
of superior fortunes will have a su- 
perior degree of weight and influence; 
and I think that as education and 
knowledge generally attend property, 
those who possess them ought to have 
weight and influence with the more 
ignorant. But the essential difference 
will be, that althongh the people may 
be fed, they cannot be driven. Pro- 
perty will have its weight, as it ever 
must have, in all governments ; and [ 
conceive, that in this plan it will pre. 
cisely find its just proportion com- 
bined with talents and character. A 
man Of GREAT PROPERTY, that is be- 
loved and esteemed, will, as he ought, 
have the greatest sway; but tyranny 
and oppression, though attended with 
riches, may be resisted, and will no 
longer be attended with a burgage 
tenure at command. ; 

« Another subject of apprehension is, 
that the principle of allowing to every 
man an equal right to vote tends to 
equally in other respects, and to devel 
property. To me it seems to have a di- 
rect contrary fendency. The equal 
rights of men to security from oppres- 
sion, and to the enjoyments of life and 
and liberty, strike me as perfectly com- 
patible with their unequal! shares of in- 
dustry, labonr and genius, which are the 
origin of inequality of fortunes. The 
equality and inequality of men are both 
founded in nature ; and whilst we do 
not confound the two, and only support 
her establishments, we cannot err. ‘The 
protection of property appears to m¢ 
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one of the most essential ends of society ; 
and so far from injuring it by this plan, 
Iconceive it to be the only means of 
preserving it; for the present system is 
hastening with great strides to a perfect 
equality in universal poverty. 

‘‘It has been said, that this plan of 
extending the right of voting to every 
individual creates mueh uneasiness in 
the minds of gutet and well-disposed 
persons; and that if paupers, vaga- 
hends, aud persons of no property, 
were left out, there would be no objec- 
tion to extend it to all householders and 
persons paying taxes, and the same divi- 
sions iato districts might take place. My 
answer is, that 1 know ofno man, lel him 
be ever s0 poor, who, in his consumption 
of food and use of raiment, does not pay 
TAXES: aud that 1 would wish to en. 
courage an enthusiasin for his country 
in the breast of every subject, by giving 
him his just share in its government. 
] readily admit, that such an alte:ation 


would be a vast improvement; but f 


must prefer the adhering rigidly toa 
self-evident principle, especially when 
attended with no inconvenience in the 
execution, that J can foresee. Besides, 
we should again fall into the difficulties 
of drawing the line of separation, and 
into the disputes about qualification. 

«© The apprehensions that our govern- 
ment will become too democratic, have 
been urged on another ground. It has 
been said, that the House of Commons 
has usurped the whole power of govern- 
ment; that the crown in reality no 
longer possesses its nevative,and must in 
all things be ruled by the House of 


Commons ; that the biouse of Lords, in | 


consequence of its exclusion (by the 
will of the House of Commons, and not 
by law) from interfering in money bills, 
no longer, in fact, exercises the fanc- 
tions of a brauch of the Jegisiature ; that 
the only means by which the balance of 
the constitution is now in any degree 
preserved, is by the zrregu/ar in- 
fluence of the Crown, and of the Peers 
in the House of Commons; and that if 
they are excluded from interference 
there, as it is supposed will be the case 
if this bill passes, and are not restored 
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to their original share of power, the | controul of the people. 
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equilibrium will be destoyed, .and 
the government become purely demo- 
cratic. 

‘To remedy this objection, it has 
been answered by others, that it is but 
just and reasonable, and that they mean 
at the same time that the Commons are 
restoied to their rights, that the Crowra 
and the Peeis should recover their's. 
This anwer bas heen ridiculed in my 
opinion with more wit, than solidity of 
argument. It has been represented as 
adinitting that whilst the House of Com- 
mons continue corrap/, the Kidg and 
the Lords should submit to its deci- 
sions; but that when it should really 
speak the voice of the people, then it 
would be right to revive the dormant 
powers of resisting it. 

‘For my part I agree in opinion 
with those who are for restoring to a/f 
paris of the state their just rights at the 
same time; to do it generally, not par- 
tially, is what i must contend for. At 
the same tine, [| admit that I am not 
for restoring the negative of the Crown. 
My reason is, that 7f appears to me pre- 
posterous that tiie will of ONE MAN 
should for ever obstruct every rexulation 
which all the rest of the nation may 
think necessary, 1 object. to it as [ 
would to any other prerogative of the 
Crown, or ptivilege of the Lords, ar 
people thatis not founded upon reason. 

‘* But Dagree, that if the House of 
Commons was reduced to its natural 
dependence on the people alone, and 
the present system of making it the 
exclusive part of government. was con- 
tinued, we should approach to a pure 
democracy more than our constitution 
warrants, or than | wish to see. J 
am not for a democratic, any more 


| than for an aristooratic, or monarchiec 


sovernment, solely; I am for that 
admirable mixture of the three, that 
our inimitable and compreheesive 
constitution has established. I wish to 
see the executive part of government 
revert to where the constitution has 
originally placed it, in the hands of the 
Crown, to be carried on by its ministers ; 
those maisters under the contreul of 
Parliament ; and Parliament under the 
i wervad not 
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have. Parliament made, as it daily is, 
a party concerned in every act of state, 
whercby it becomes the executive, for 
which it is not calculated, and loses I's 
superiutending and controuling power, 
which is the main end of its institution. 
For wheu the two Houses are previously 
pledged by addresses, votes, and reso- 
lutions, it becomes extremely difficult 
for them afterwards to censure measures 
in which they have been so deeply en- 
gaged by acts cf their own, Anotper 
great inconvenience arises from larlia- 
ments taking so much of the exectitive 
guvernment on itself, which is, the 
excessive length of the. sessions: an 
evil which of late has greatly increased, 
Now that Parliament is engaged in every 
detail in order to sercen the minister, it 
never can finish its business till the 


middle of the summer, when the inde-. 


pendent country-gentleman, tired of a 
Jong attendance and hot weather in 
town, is retired to his private business 
in the country, and that of the pubiic 
left to be settled in thin houses by a few 
dependents of the minister. A short 
session of two or three monihs would be 
sufficient to examine the expenditure 
of former grante, to make new ones, to 
sedress grievances, and pass stich ge- 
meral laws as circumstances might re- 
quire. The incunveniency and expence 
to a private Member of Parliament in 
attending his duty, would thea be 
trifling; and instead of forty com- 
moners and three peers to form a quoa- 
rum to decide the greatest matters of 
state, the attendance of two-thirds of 
each body, which would give respect to 
their proceedings, might and ough: to 
be required. Iam a'so free to own my 


e@pinion, that when the House of Lords 


shall be effectually prevented from having 
any influence in the Hause ef Conznons, 
asf think it must by this bill, it should 
at the same time recover its equal 
rights in every respect with the House 
ef Comuons as a co-o: divate bianch of 
the legislature, These séntiments are, 
I think, consovant ta the idea so wel) 
expressed im your letrer to the Volun- 
teer army ef the province of Ulster, * to 
restore to the Crown its original sp!en- 
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dour, to nobility its ancient privileges, 
and to the nation at large its inhereny 
rights." 

‘© | believe I bave now troubled you 
with all that js necessary concerning 
my plan. My biil will shew the deiail 
as far as concerns the House of Com- 
mons, and the election of Scoteh 
Peers; the regulations for restoring to 
the Crown its executive, and to the 
House of Lords its deliberative func. 
tions, should be added to and forma 
part of this bill; but I have not as yet 
bad time und [eisure to prepare them. 

‘©In what I have said, I have shewn 
my opinion concerning the Ist, 8d, 
4th, 6th, and 8th questions you have 
proposed to me. “There renvains the 
2d, 5th, and 7th, to be considered. 

** In respect to the second, which | 
presume relates to the admission of 
Reman Catholics to vote at elections, 
1 can only say, that the same princi- 
ples which go to civil liberty equally 
lead to liberty of conscience; I admire, 
with you the glorious spirit of telera- 
toa, which you say has united the 
once distracted inhabitants of Ire- 
land into one indissoluble mass. And 
fam sure that nething short of evident 
darger to the State can warrant its in- 
terference in religious opinions. But, 
uRacquainted as i am with the state of 
ireland, it is. impossible for me to 
know the present temper and disposi- 
tion of the Roman Catholics there, 
and those @Jdy who are on the spot 
cen judge how far exclusions of this 
sort are necessary, of ought to ex- 
tend. . 
** With regafd to the 5th question, 
if voting BY BALLOT és adviseasle? 
i amclearly of opinion that it is not. 
‘The ikea of a batiot can have arisen 
but to avoid the etect of some impro- 
per influence ; und I conceive it much 
more noble, directly to check that 
influence, taan indirectly to evade it 
by eoncealment and deceit. . { am 
convinced that trivial “circumstances 
2 things like this tend greatly to form 
the national character: and that i és 
most consistent with that of a British 
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tions should be OPEN AND AV O- 
ED, and that he should not be asham- 
ed of declaring, in the face of his eaun- 
iry, whom he washes to intrust wer vs 
interests. Upon the same idea that 
balfots may be a cover for indcepen- 
dence, they must also be a eloak for 
brijery, and a school for fying and 
decett. 

‘As tothe 7th question, whether it 
would not be equitable or expendient 
that BOROUGLIS now in the pesses- 
sions féndividualy should be purchased 
by the nation? I think that although 
ronan canhave a strict claimin equity 
tu be refunded the loss of what neither 
buyer nor seller had a right to barter, 
yet it will be wise to purchase the 
good-will, or at least to soften the re- 
sistance, of the present powerful pos- 
sessors wf boroughs by a most amypde 
conpensation. ‘Lhe liberties of a na- 
tion cannot be bought too dear; bit 
the whole cost of these boroughs 
would not amount to the profits of one 
jobbing contract, 

‘‘T have now answered all the ques- 
tions you were pleased to propose ; 
but 1 must meationanother advantage 
which ought to recommend the mea- 
sires you are pursuing to every friend 
to the internal peace and quiet of the 
kingdom, which is, that WHEN ‘THLE 
PLOPLE hare obtaired a REGU- 
LAR, LEGAL, AND SPEEDY 
WAY of giving effect to their senté- 
ments, tere con be no longer any ap- 
prehension of their endcavouring to re-} 
dress themselves by MOBS AND TU. 
MULTS; and even such regular 
and well-conducted meetingsas your's 
will beceme needless. I mention this 
éircumstance with the more satisfac- 
tion, as it stamps your conduct swith 
the :nost unequivecai marks of disin- 
terested patriotism. Power, when 
once acquired, is generally endea- 
veured to be preserved by its" posses- 
sors; but. you, after having taken uj 
your’s from necessitysy and cmployed 

jit usefully, are now endeavouring, 
with unexampled virtue, to render its 
continvance unnecessary. For great as 
your seryices Lave been, In se seen 


ae 
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formjinga completearmy, in the advan- 
tages you have procured for your coux - 
try, in the good order you have pre- 
pserved, and iu the efficacy you have 
Fuiren to law, you will derive stilt 
}yreater credit, in my opinion, frora 
yous good sense in seeiug that a grest 
military force totally uncoanected with 
the civil government, cannot bea per- 
manent establishment in a free couu- 
.try, whose first principle is never ta 
tiust absolute power in uny hands 
whatever. Your present endeavours 
to restore the constitution to its purity 
and vig-ur, evidently tend to make 
this and every extraordinary tnstitu- 
tion unnecessary ; for, when the peo- 
ple are FACRLY AND EQUALLY REPRE- 
SENTED iu Parliament, when they have 
ANNUAL OPPOKTUNITICS Of Changing 
their deputies, and through them of 
controuling every abuse of government? 
ina safe, easy, and legal way, there 
can be no louger any reason for te- 
curring to those ever dangerous, 
though sometimes necessary, expec- 
dients ef an armed force, which une- 
thing but a BAn GOVERNMENT CA% 
yistiry. Sueh a magnanimovs eam 
to your proceedings, when, after hay- 
ins restored liberty, commerce, and « 
free government to _ your cougtry, 
you shall voluntarily retire to the 
noble chsracter of private citizens. 
peaceably enjoying tho blessings yours 
have precared, will crown your le- 
bours with everlasting glory, and is 
worthy the genuine patriotic spirx 
which animates the [risk Votunteers. 
Fefore I conclude, I beg leave ta 
express awish that the mutually essen- 
tial connexion between Great Britais 
anu Ireland may scon be settled cr 
some liberal and fair footing. ‘That 
which did subsist was on such narrow 
and absurd principles, tbat no friend 
to either kingdom can regret its loss s. 
founded on censtraint and depand- 
ence, incompatible with the condition 
of freeman, Ireland had an indispu- 
table right to dissolve it whenever 
she chocse so to do. But surely, if 
we do not mean a total separation, it 
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new terms ty which we are to con- 
tinue connected. [ have alvays 
thought it for the interest of the two 
islands to Be incorporated, and form 
ove and the same kingdom, with the 
same legislature, meeting sometimes 
in [relandsas well as in England. But 
if there are difficulties to such an 
union not to be got over at present, 
some sort of fwderal union at least 
between the two kingdoms seenis 
neceseary to-ascertain the many cir- 
cumstances that concern their joint 
interests; and an union of this sort 
may wow be formed with much greater 
propriety than before, as it wil be 
sanctified by the free consent of inde- 
pendant nations. 

*¢T de conceive that some steps of 
this sort are absolutely necessary, be- 
cause the present footing, of separa- 
tion rather than union, is too unfair 
to be able long ‘to subsist. England. 
besides the boad of the whole debt 
centracted for the use of both king- 
doms, bears all the burdens of naval 
‘defence and foreign negociation, and 
by far more than ‘its proportion of the 
land service in time of war. But what is 
worse is, that there is no certainty 
now left that we shall have the same 
enemies and the same friends. Dif- 
ferent interests, as they inay appear, 
may Jead one kingdom to think a war 
necessary, and the other to remain 
in peace; the same King, in his dif- 
ferent kingdoms, may think it wise 
to follow the advice of his respective 
Parliaments. I need searcely add, 
that the unavoidable consequences of 

'such a difference are a war between 
the two kingdoms. Unless some set- 
tlement takes place upon these and 
many other important subjects, I 
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am far from being clear that it yi 
be for the advantage of liberty jy 
either kingdom, that its monarch 
should continue the sovereign of , 
neighbouring state with which it ha; 
no connection. [am sensible that there 
are great difficulties attending the 
Fadjustment of such an union, and 
that it requires great wisdom and 
temper to form it, especially on the 
part of Ireland, which must feel tha 
she ought to give the preponderance 
to Great Britain; bot 1 am sure the 
business ought net to be negheted, 
and that every true friend to bot) 
kiegdoms ought to give it his mos 
zealous assistance. 

**[ beg pardon for having gone 
into a subject not immediately be- 
longing to that upon which you have 
desired-my opinion ; but I thought it 
so connected with it, and at the same 
time so important, that I trust you 
will excuse my having introduced it. 
I fear t have been very long ; but it 
was tmpossible for me to compress so 
much matter into a less compass ; and 
, when you wished to have my opinion, 
I thought it best to give it fully, orat 
least as fully as E could in a letter. I! 
it contains one thought that can be 
useful, I shall be happy. TI have only 
to assure the Committee of the zeal | 
feel for the cause the Volunteers have 
undertaken, to the support of whieh 
shall ever be ready to give every a 
sistance in my powers and that it i 
with the highest respect and admir 
tion for their conduct, that J have the 
honour to be 


Their most obedient, 
And most humble Servant, 
RicHmonD, &e 
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